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CELC( Wit 8 ) 23 Bart DEPOURCQ
ATTENTION TO EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT KAYAMA, ASABO
FROM PRESIDENT DEPOURCQ, CELC
Dear Executive President,

After China, Europe is now facing COVID 19
Most of the Western Europe Countries are now in quarantine.

CELC office is closed but the Team is working from home as much as they can.
The Economics Department is working.

To be transparent with you and the Japanese Linen Mills, here is the official information we wish to share with you
regarding the Linen Fibre situation. You may share it to ASABO members.

CELC is monitoring the suspensions of activity in the three concerned producing countries.

Please find below a point on the date of the scutching mills whose activity is provisionally suspended on the the morning
of March the 18th, 2020.

*  The list will be updated if necessary, according to the developments of the situation.
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* Important: the suspension only concerns the scutching line activity. Companies remain formally open. Administrative
functions continue (generally teleworking) and the supply of seeds is guaranteed.

* Long fiber and short fiber deliveries are generally ensured

*  The stock of long fibers is argund 25,000 tons at the end of February, every quality range of the 2019 harvest. There
is therefore a “security stock” .

Situation in flax fiber-producing countries

France:

Legal situation: announcement of the President of the Republic Emmanuel Macron on March the 16th, decree No. 2020-
260 entering into force on March the 17th at noon and prohibiting until March the 31th, 2020 the movement of people
outside their home except for derogatory reasons (certificate in support), including "journeys between the home and the
place or places of exercise of the professional activity and professional trips that cannot be postponed".

Scutching mills situation :
19 out of 22 suspended their processing activity between Tuesday and Wednesday morning.
The other three have announced a suspension by the end of the week.

Belgium:

Legal situation:

Announcement by the National Security Council on Tuesday March the 17th and ministerial order coming into force on
Wednesday March the 18th at noon until the April the 5th. Work remains authorized if telework is impossible and only if
the employer can enforce a minimum safety distance (estimated at 1.5 meters) at the workplace and in every organized
transportation.

Scutching mills situation :

In a statement published on Wednesday March the 18th, the Belgian Association as indicates that "stopping production
would not be a bad option".

We launched an investigation towards the scotching mills to identify the companies that will close and those that will
remain open.

Tuesday the 19th on the morning, 16 scutching mills and/or flax to rescutchers announced to remain open (sometimes
with a strong reduction in capacity), and 4 closed their doors for the moment, but this number is expected to rise. The
investigation continues for the other companies.

The Netherlands:
Legal situation :
No measure of containment

Scutching mills situation :
Of the four Dutch scutching mills, three are still in operation,.

Damien DURAND, from CELC Economics Departement is also working on an evaluation of the economic activity of
spinning mills as well as weaving & knitting and final market watch.

We would much appreciate any data from the Japanese spinning and weaving market.
Do you have any data you may share with CELC?
Any data or information about the final market? In Japan or in any country-

We remain at your disposal,

Bart DEPOURCQ,
President

Marie-Emmanuelle BELZUNG
General Manager

marie-emmanuelle belzung@europeanflax.com
CELC |,CONFEDERATION EUROPEENNE DU LIN & DU CHANVRE || EUROPEAN FLAX & HEMP
CONFEDERATION

15 rue du Louvre
FR- 75 001 Paris
TEL 00 33 [0]1 42 21 02 35
MOB 00 33 [0]6 70 20 73 98

www.europeanflax.com
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Hemp Field in China
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